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not reduce him to an absurdity. Come, let us try this a little
further. I deny that Canada is taken, and I can support my
denial by pretty good arguments. The French are a much
more numerous people than we; and it is not likely that they
would allow us to take it. "But the ministry have assured us,
in all the formality of The Gazette^ that it is taken." - Very
true. But the ministry have put us to an enormous expence
by the war in America, and it is their interest to persuade us
that we have got something for our money. - "But the fact is
confirmed by thousands of men who were at the taking of
it." - Ay, but these men have still more interest in deceiving
us. They don't want that you should think the French have
beat them, but that they have beat the French. Now suppose
you should go over and find that it is really taken, that would
only satisfy yourself; for when you come home we will not
believe you. We will say, you have been bribed. - Yet, Sir,
notwithstanding all these plausible objections, we have no
doubt that Canada is really ours. Such is the weight of com-
mon testimony. How much stronger are the evidences of the
Christian religion!'
'Idleness is a disease which must be combated; but I would
not advise a rigid adherence to a particular plan of study. I
myself have never persisted in any plan for two days to-
gether. A man ought to read just as inclination leads him;
for what he reads as a task will do him little good. A young
man should read five hours in a day, and so may acquire a
great deal of knowledge.'
To such a degree of unrestrained frankness had he now
accustomed me, that in the course of this evening I talked of
the numerous reflections which had been thrown out against
him on account of his having accepted a pension from his
present Majesty. 'Why, Sir, (said he, with a hearty laugh,)
it is a mighty foolish noise that they make, I have accepted a
pension as a reward which has been thought due to my
literary merit; and now that I have this pension, I am the
same man in every respect that I have ever been; I retain
the same principles. It is true, that I cannot now curse (smil-
ing) the House of Hanover; nor would it be decent for me to
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